
NEW ZEALANDERS CONTINUE TO SUPPORT

EUTHANASIA 
LEGISLATION

In our August 2020 poll, sixty-two percent of respondents (62%) stated they were in favour 
of ‘the legislation which allows terminally ill adults to request a medically-assisted death’. 

This is still significantly higher than the percentage of people saying they’re not in favour 
(24%), although not as high as the December 2019 poll (70% in favour). 
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On four occasions we polled online a nationally representative sample of New Zealanders aged 18 years and 
over; 1,003 respondents between 20 and 23 August 2020, 1,012 respondents between 9 and 13 July 2020, 1,000 
respondents between 6 and 8 March 2020, and 750 respondents between 27 November and 2 December 2019. 
The maximum margin of error for the 2020 polls is +/- 3.1 % and +/- 4.3 % for the 2019 poll (at the 95 percent 

confidence level).  The results have been weighted.

Degree to which support changes for legalising euthansia with 
additional clarifying information

However, relatively more 
(18%) would change in 
favour of the legislation 
than would change against 
the legislation (9%).

Informing respondents 
about an important aspect 
of the proposed legislation 
(i.e. The End of Life Choice 
Act would make it legal for 
eligible people to receive “a 
lethal dose of medication 
to relieve their suffering by 
bringing on death”) results 
in most (65%) stating they 
would not change how 
they would vote.
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