
Putting the needle on the record
New Zealanders’ Covid-19 vaccination intentions

These results are based on our surveys of 1,003 respondents between 4 and 7 February, 2021, aged18 years and over, each sourced from 
Dynata, and conducted online . The maximum margin of error is +/- 3.1% (at the 95% confidence level). The samples have been weighted by 

gender and age to ensure the results are representative of the population 18 years and over. The surveys were not undertaken on behalf of any 
organisation, but as part of Research New Zealand’s social polling of New Zealanders’ opinions about current issues.

With New Zealand in-line to receive the Covid-19 vaccine in early 
2021, we polled New Zealanders about their willingness to be 
vaccinated, and their reasons why.

Are you willing to be vaccinated against Covid-19?

NO YESDON’T KNOW
20% 70%10%

I am concerned about the potential long-term effects of the vaccine (e.g. causing disease).

I will wait and see how the vaccine has affected those who have had it.

Mutations of the virus mean the vaccine is unlikely to be effective.

I need more information about the vaccine.

I am concerned about allergic reactions to the vaccine.

You may still get the disease, even if you get vaccinated.

I am not worried about getting Covid-19 in New Zealand.

A vaccine for Covid-19 would do more harm than good.

I am already taking enough steps to prevent getting Covid-19.

COVID-19 vaccination may contain digital microchips that will be used to track and control people.

I am concerned that I might get Covid-19 from the vaccine.

I am scared of needles.

Other

Don’t know

It’s the best way to protect myself from Covid-19.

To protect others from getting Covid-19.
We need to vaccinate a high percentage of the population (70-80%) to 

achieve herd immunity.
The benefits of having the vaccination outweigh any downsides.

If enough people get vaccinated, it will help us to re-open our borders.

I trust the NZ government officials’ Covid-19 advice.
New Zealand’s economic recovery will be quicker, if we all get 

vaccinated.
Covid-19 is mutating and likely to get worse.

I will need it to travel overseas.

I’m in an at-risk group.

Other

Don’t know
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Reasons for willingness to be vaccinated against Covid-19

Female respondents (at 64%) were less willing than males (at 76%) to be vaccinated and were more concerned about potential long-term effects 
of the vaccine.

Reasons for unwillingness to be vaccinated against Covid-19
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